NEWS 


NOTES 


OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE FOR CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 








Vol. 3, No. 9, October, 1951 


Philadelphia, Pa. 








New C. O. Classifications Created 





Brokaw and Simon Sentenced 


Amos Brokaw and Stephen Simon were sentenced to 
two years in prison September 28 at Indianapolis, Ind.. 
by Judge William Steckler. Judge Steckler found the men 
guilty of refusal to report for induction after a jury had 
been waived and written briefs were filed by the govern- 
ment and the defense. 

The Brokaw and Simon cases are the first second 
prosecution cases to be contested in court and lost. The 
only man previously in prison after a second selective 
service prosecution under the present law, Robert Mich- 
ener, pled guilty. The Knight and Mott cases in Iowa 
which were’ in court were finally settled by administra- 
tive procedures and the cases dismissed. Several other 
cases are still pending in Iowa. 


Brokaw Sentenced Third Time 


Brokaw previously served two prison sentences for 
selective service violation, one under the 1940 Act for 
walking out of Civilian Public Service and one under the 
1948 Act for refusal to register. He is twenty-six years 
old, married and has four children. 

Brokaw’s first sentence was six months at McNeil 
Island and his second four months at Mill Point plus $100 
fine. He served 18 months in Civilian Public Service. 

Stephen Simon is twenty-two years old and recently 
married. At the time he was sentenced he had just en- 
rolled at Cornell College, Ithaca, N.Y. His first sentence 
was three months at Mill Point plus a $100 fine. 

In this prosecution the men were sentenced for re- 
fusal to report for induction. Both men are “absolutists” 
who feel that conscription is an essential element of mod- 
ern warfare, so they cannot conscientiously cooperate 
with selective service even to the extent of registration. 
Their original convictions under the 1948 draft law were 
for refusal to register. They were registered by prison 
authorities before their release from their first sentences. 

Their registration cards were sent to their local 
boards. The men were sent classification questionnaires, 
which they declined to fill out, and ordered to report for 
physical examinations. When they did not report for the 
physical examinations they were ordered to report for 
induction. Arrest followed the refusal to report for in- 
duction. 

A notice of appeal has been filed by defense attorneys 
in these cases. Bond for the men was continued while 
the appeal is pending. 





IV-E Designation Discarded as Symbol 
of Cooperative Objector 





Selective Service has issued the main part of the 
regulations to implement title I of the Universal Military 
Training and Service Act (the successor to the Selective 
Service Act of 1948). The major changes in relation to 
conscientious objectors are the classifications used to 
designate C.O.’s other than those willing to do non-com- 
batant armed forces duty. Regulations pertaining to the 
nature of civilian service to be required of C.O.’s and 
the mechanics of getting into that service have not been 
issued as this issue of NEWS NOTES goes to press 
(October 12, 1951). 


I-O Replaces IV-E 


New C.O. classifications are as follows: I-O, C.O. 
available for assignment to civilian service; I-W, C.O. 
in assigned civilian service; 1-W (Rel.), C.O. who has 
completed 24 consecutive months of assigned civilian 
service. I-A-O continues as the designation for C.O.’s 
available for induction into the armed forces as non-com- 
batants. 

Note that I-O corresponds to the previous IV-E classi- 
fication. There is no longer a IV-E classification. This 
change in designation is of no significance as to qualifi- 
cations for the classification. However, after eleven years 
of the use of the term IV-E by conscientious objectors it 
will be difficult to substitute I-O. 

The new C.O. classifications are made in preparation 
for the civilian service program specified in the new 
draft law. 


Classification Rank Listed 


Registrants should still be classified in the lowest 
class for which they are eligible with I-C considered the 
lowest class and I-A the highest according to the follow- 
ing table: 

I-A I1-C IV-A IV-F 
I-A-O II-S IV-B V-A 
LO I-D IV-C 1-W 
I-S III-A IV-D I-C 
II-A 

For the purposes of the classification rank I-W (Rel.) 
is the same classification as I-W. Also, I-C (Res.) and 
I-C (Disc.) are the same as I-C. A registrant eligible for 

(Continued on page 3) 
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CCCO Officers Re-elected 


All officers of the Central Committee for Conscientious 
Objectors were re-elected September 14, at the first meet- 
ing of the Committee’s new year. Ray Newton will con- 
tinue to serve as chairman, A. J. Muste as vice-chairman. 
Allen S. Olmsted as treasurer and Katharine Arnett as 
assistant treasurer. 

The executive committee of about twenty-five mem- 
bers meets monthly. The meetings alternate between New 
York City and Philadelphia, since the membership is 
about equally divided between these cities. In addition 
to regular members of the executive committee, regional 
counseling agencies and other organizations such as the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, War Resisters League, Wo- 
men’s International League, American Friends Service 
Committee, and American Civil Liberties Union are in- 
vited to have representatives at the committee meetings. 

The committee always welcomes suggestions from 
persons concerned with the problems of conscientious 
objectors. The readers of NEWS NOTES should feel 
free to send their criticisms and suggestions to the com- 
mittee at any time. 





Bolton Rejects Censorship 


All inmates of federal prisons have their correspon- 
dence “inspected” both incoming and outgoing. As each 
inmate enters the institution he is asked to sign a form 
giving the prison administration authority to open and 
read his correspondence. Many C.O.’s do not like to sign 
this form, and many C.O.-prison administration conflicts 
have arisen over mail censorship problems. If any in- 
mate refuses to sign the permission form he gets no cor- 
respondence privileges. 

James Bolton, a C.O. serving a year and a day sen- 
tence at Danbury, refused to sign the form. Consequent- 
ly, he has been able to neither write nor receive letters 
since his imprisonment June 4. This does not affect his 
visiting privileges, so he has been able to maintain con- 
tact with his family. : 

Bolton is the only C.O. in prison at the present time 
who has refused prison authorities permission to read his 
mail. 





NOTICE 


We suggest that you keep this copy of 
NEWS NOTES with your copy of CONSCIEN- 
TIOUS OBJECTORS UNDER SELECTIVE SER- 
VICE, so you will have readily available 
the new information on the changed C.O. 
classifications. CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 
UNDER SELECTIVE SERVICE is a complete 
guide for selective service procedures as they 
relate to C.O.’s. If you do not have a copy, 
order it from CCCO, single copies 25c or five 
for $1.00. 











C. O. Regulations Delayed 


The CCCO office receives requests daily for informa- 
tion about the pending selective service regulations defin- 
ing service for men classified I-O (previously designated 
IV-E). These regulations have been delayed, probably 
more by governmental red tape than anything else. We 
still do not know if these regulations will be issued to- 
morrow or a couple of months from now. CCCO will 
promptly circulate and interpret them as soon as they 
are issued. 


Tenative regulations have been written by selective 
service and circulated to the many government bureaus 
which might possibly wish to use C.O. labor or have some 
other connection with the civilian service program. Al- 
though these tentative regulations cannot be expected to 
pass through all of these government agencies unchanged, 
they probably do spell out the basis of the civilian ser- 
vice program which will eventually be put into operation. 


Type of Labor Defined 


The tenative regulations set up two classes of approved 
work which selective service will consider satisfactory 
for C.0.’s. These are government employment and em- 
ployment by a non-profit organization. These types of 
employment will probably remain in the final program. 
Under government employment could be work in any 
branch of government at any level, federal, state, county 
or city. Employment with a non-profit organization 
would include hospital work, schools, service committees, 
churches and other organizations that are not operated 
for the profit of individuals. Self employment or private 
employment would be ruled out. 


Men Receive Pay 


It is expected that men assigned to civilian service 
will receive the same pay and other benefits as other 
civilians doing the same work. Overseas work will be 
allowed. The law provides that the C.O. must serve the 
same length of time as men drafted into the army, twenty- 
four months at present. This time period can be changed 
only by Congress. 


Men classified 1-O will be at the mercy of an arbitrary 
or prejudiced draft board in the matter of a work as- 
signment. This is unavoidable because of the wording 
of the law that the man will be assigned to work his 
“local board deems appropriate.” However, the regula- 
tions will set up a system allowing for some semblance 
of choice. The registrant with a reasonable board should 
get a satisfactory assignment if he is willing to work 
within the two defined classes of acceptable employment. 


The national office of selective service definitely feels 
that as a matter of policy every C.O. should be taken out 
of his home community to do his assigned civilian ser- 
vice. Although there is nothing in the law that even sug- 
gests this particular point, selective service officials feel 
strongly enough about it that local boards will probably 
get the idea. This indicates that C.O.’s considering the 
type of work they wish to request will have a greater 
chance of getting the job they want if they pick one some 
distance from home. 
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NEW C.O. CLASSIFICATIONS 


(Continued from page 1) 


I-W (Rel.) or I-C (Res.) or (Disc.) remains in that 
classification until he passes the age of draft liability. He 
is then reclassified V-A. The I-C classifications apply to 
C.0.’s who are assigned to non-combatant military duty 
as well as regular draftees. I-C designates a member of 
the armed forces, I-C (Res.) a registrant transferred 
from the armed forces to the reserves, and I-C (Disc.) a 
registrant who was on active duty in the armed forces 
since June 24, 1948 and has subsequently been dis- 
charged. 

The new classifications also apply to special regis- 
trants (doctors draft). I-O men will be given the regular 
army physical examination and must pass it before they 
can be ordered into civilian assignment. 


Student Designations Changed 


Two new classifications which will affect many C.O.’s 
are I-S and II-S. I-S is for high school students less than 
20 years old and other students who have been ordered 
to report for induction but have been allowed to complete 
their academic year. 


II-S is the regular student deferment. C.O.’s are 
eligible for student deferments and may accept them with- 
out prejudice to their claim for eventual C.O. classifica- 


tion, either I-A-O or I-O. 
Other Regulations Changed 


There are other regulation changes which may affect 
some C.O.’s, but which have no relationship to conscien- 
tious objection. Briefly, some of these are: 

Registrants may be sent classification questionnaires 
and be classified immediately after registration. 

Registrants are eligible for military duty or civilian 
service at 181% years of age if the local board’s supply 
of registrants over 19 is exhausted. 

Any registrant wishing a personal appearance before 
his local board must make the request within the 10-day 
period after classification. This period can not be ex- 
tended by the local board. Previously, the board could 
extend this period if the registrant did not make a request 
in time because of circumstances beyond his control. 

In order to qualify for an automatic dependency de- 
ferment (III-A) the registrant must have a child. The 
local board must consider the child as a dependent as 
soon as a doctor’s certification of conception is filed with 
the board. 

Any registrant who was deferred on or after June 19. 
1951, is eligible for the draft until his 35th birthday. 
Registrants who do not receive deferments are eligible 
for the draft until their 26th birthday. Special registrants 
continue eligible until their 51st birthday. 


Classifications Reopened 


The immediate effect of these regulation changes is 
to reopen the files of all registrants to determine which 
men should be reclassified. Obviously, all 1V-E men will 
now have to be given a different designation. As con- 
cerns C.Q.’s, this step will prepare the way for eventual 
assignment to civilian service. All C.0.’s who wish de- 


Wm Doty Writes Open Letter 


William N. Doty, father of four non-registrant sons 
incarcerated at Ashland, Ky., has printed an open letter 
to Attorney-General McGrath entitled “American Free- 
dom and Human Rights.” 


The letter is written in the hard-hitting style which 
characterizes the Doty opposition to war and conscription. 

The judge, when he sentenced the Doty boys to prison, 
remarked that they couldn’t be religious since they hadn’t 
been baptized. William Doty questions the validity of 
baptism as a religious test and points out that Hitler had 
been baptized. 

Mr. Doty requests Attorney-General McGrath to re- 
lease all imprisoned conscientious objectors. “Who are 
the real war criminals,” Doty asks McGrath. “the con- 
scientious objectors to war, or the advocates of arma- 
ment and military conscription which only leads to more 
war and thereby produces more real war criminals?” 

“Honest people,” continues Doty. “know the answer 
to these questions.” 

Single copies of the letter may be obtained free of 
charge from William N. Doty, Bruno. Minn. Quantities 
are $1.00 per hundred or $7.00 per thousand. 





No Credit Given CPS Men 


Conscientious objectors who served in Civilian Pub- 
lic Service Camps during World War II will get no credit 
under UMTS for CPS time. Ex-CPS men who are still 
of draft age will now be drafted for the new C.O civilian 
service program, unless they have grounds for deferment. 
This is now certain, since the new classification regula- 
tions have been issued with no credit for CPS service. 

The American Friends Service Committee and other 
concerned agencies have been attempting to convince se- 
lective service officials that men should receive credit for 
time spent in CPS as veterans receive credit for time 
spent in the armed forces. Selective Service contends that 
all types of deferments must be provided in the law. and 
that Congress did not provide deferment for CPS ser- 
vice. Selective Service, therefore, refuses to write regu- 
lations granting credit for time spent in CPS. 





ferments as students, on grounds of dependency, or for 
any other reason, should immediately get these claims 
before their local boards. Men reclassified I-O can expect 
immediate assignment to civilian service when the ap- 
propriate regulations are issued. 

No men should be assigned to any civilian service 
until Selective Service issues the proper regulations. Any 
C.Q. whose draft board attempts assignment to its own 
plan in advance of the official regulations should contact 


CCCO immediately. 


Some local boards will use this reopening of the 
classifications to assign IV-E men to I-A or I-A-O. Reg- 
istrants should be certain that they are in close touch 
with their mail, so that no appeal rights will be lost be- 
cause of an assumption that a C.O. classification will 
continue. 
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THE COURT REPORTER 


1 Prosecutions 
Sentenced since last issue 


9-11-51 Keith Barnhart, 2 years, (San Francisco. 
Cal.) Judge Louis Goodman 


9-21-51 Edward Beals, 3 years, Refusal to register, 
(Baltimore, Md.) Judge William C. Cole- 
man 

9-28-51 Amos Brokaw, 2 years, (Indianapolis, Ind.) 
Judge William Steckler 

9-28-51 Stephen Simon, 2 years, (Indianapolis, 
Ind.) Judge William Steckler 

10-4-51 Charles Lee Washington, 41% years, (Balti- 
more, Md.) Judge William C. Coleman 

10-8-51 Donald Wright, 3 years probation, (2nd 
trial) (Los Angeles, Cal.) Judge James 
Carter 


10-9-51 William Swartz, 1 year & 1 day, (Philadel- 
phia, Pa.) Judge J. Cullen Ganey 


Arrested since last issue 
Arkansas—Harvey Graf 


Indiana—Roger Rose, Storrs Olds 
Mass.—Kenneth Pottee 


Pennsylvania—Richard Talbert, Paul Good, Pharis 
Good, Frank Bauman 


Released from Prison 
On bond, appeal pending 
Robert Tyrell, California 
Amos Brokaw, Indiana 
Stephen Simon, Indiana 
Good time release 

9-2-51 Carl Kime 

For new trial 


Donald Wright 


III Men Currently Imprisoned 
Ashland, Ky.—Robert Somers, Aaron Yoder, Donald 


Second Iowa Car Sold 


The United States internal revenue bureau moved 
further into the automobile market September 18 when 
it auctioned off its second Iowa car. The car sold the 
18th belonges to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Emery, Jr., Quak-. 
ers from Earlham, Iowa, who refuse to pay income taxes 
to be used for war purposes. 


March 2 the tax bureau auctioned off a car belong- 
ing to Walter Gormley, Mt. Vernon, Iowa, another paci- 
fist who objects to financing the war effort. 


Art Emery is an ex-prison C.O. At the time of the 
sale he was in Europe on a Peacemakers project. His 
wife, Carolyn, attended the sale and was allowed to speak 
to the crowd. She explained the reason why the taxes had 
not been paid and requested the crowd not to bid on her 
car. Her plea was unsuccessful, and the car, a 1939 
Chevrolet, was sold for $145. The Emerys owed about 
$240 in back income taxes. 





Nagler, Duane Metzger, Kenneth Champ- 
ney, James Pierce, James Lawson, Joel, 


Orin, Paul, and Sid Doty 


Danbury, Conn.—James Bolton, Richard Cameron, 
Stephen Shaw 


Mill Point. W. Va.—Max Pardue, David Wireman. 
Franklin Curia 


McNeil Island, Wash.—Donald Fisk, Donald Koch, 
James MacDonald, Robert Starkweather 


Petersburg, Va.—Larry Atkins 


Springfield, Mo.—Robert Michener, Robert Beach, 
Dwight Platt, Earl Glauert 


Tuscon, Ariz.—Robert Richter, Robert Cannon, Ger- 
ald Counts, Alfred Dana, James Farmer. 
Don Noble, James Maloney, Roger Thomas 


Institutions not verified—James Dawson, Charles 
Leonard, Bernard Primbsch, Charles Hoeh. 
Keith Barnhart, Edward Beals. Charles 
Washington, William Swartz 
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